DEC ,30 2003 16:16 FR BTU IPLAU 8027698938 TO 917038729306 P. 02/08 

Serial Number: 10/064,708 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-8 cancelled. 

9. (Original) An I/O driver comprising: 

a first circuit adapted to be powered by a first power supply, said first circuit adapted to 
receive a first signal referenced to the voltage of a second power supply and adapted to convert 
said first signal to a second signal of the same logical value as said first signal and referenced to 
the voltage of said first power supply, said first circuit including a first latching circuit, said first 
latching circuit adapted to maintain the logical state of said second signal when said second 
power supply is powered off; 

a second circuit adapted to be powered by said first power supply, said second circuit 
adapted to receive a third signal referenced to the voltage of said second power supply and 
adapted to convert said third signal to a fourth signal of the same logical value as said second 
signal and referenced to the voltage of said first power supply, said second circuit including a 
second latching circuit, said second latching circuit adapted to maintain the logical state of said 
fourth signal when said second power supply is powered off; and 

a combinational logic circuit adapted to combine said second and fourth signals into a 
fifth signal and adapted to maintain said fifth signal on an output of said I/O driver when said, 
second power supply is powered off. 

10. (Original) The I/O driver of claim 9, wherein the voltage of said first power supply is higher 
than the voltage of said second power supply. 
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1 1 . (Original) The I/O driver of claim 10, wherein the voltage of said first power supply is 2.5 
volts or higher. 

1 2. (Original) The I/O driver of claim 9, wherein said first circuit includes a first level shifting 
circuit and said second circuit includes a second level shifting circuit. 

13. (Original) The I/O driver of claim 12, wherein said first level shifting circuit further includes 
a first latching circuit arid said second level shifting circuit further includes a second latching 
circuit, 

14. (Original) The I/O driver of claim 9, wherein said first circuit includes a first latching circuit 
and said second circuit includes a second latching circuit. 

15. (Original) The I/O driver of claim 9, further including an output circuit coupled between said 
combinational logic circuit and said output of said I/O driver. 

1 6. (Original) The integrated circuit of claim 9, further including 

a first fencing circuit adapted to receive a fencing signal and a first latching circuit 
adapted to latch said second signal in response to said first fencing circuit receiving a fencing on 
signal prior to powering down said first power supply; and 

a second fencing circuit adapted to receive said fencing signal and a second latching 
circuit adapted to latch said fourth signal in response to said second fencing circuit receiving said 
fencing on signal. 
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17. (Original) The I/O driver of claim 9, where in said combination logic circuit includes a 
NAND gate and a NOR gate. 

Claims 18-20 Cancelled. 

Please add the following new claims: 

21. (New) An I/O driver comprising : 

a circuit adapted to be powered bv a first power supply* said circuit adapted to receive a 
first signal referenced to the voltage of a second power supply and adapted to convert said first 
signal to a second signal of the same logical value as said first signal and referenced to the 
voltage of gajd first power supply, said circuit adapted tp tqajnfrW said seppfld signal on an 
output of said I/O driver when said second power supply is po\yered off: and 

a fencing circuit adapted to receive a fencing signal and a latching circuit adapted to latch 
said second signal in response to said fencing circuit receiving a fencing on signal. 

22. (New) A method of maintaining the output state of an I/O d river when an integrated circuit 
chip is in a low power mode comprising: 

providing a circuit adapted to be powered bv a first power supply, said circuit adapted to 
receive a first signal referenced tn the vfllt flge of a second power supply and adapted to convert 
said first signal to a second signal of the same logical value as said first signal and referenced to 
the voltage of said first power supply, said circuit ad apted to maintain said second signal on an 
output of said I/O driver when said second power supply is powered off: 
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providing a fencing circuit adapted to receive a fencing signal: and 
providing a latching circuit adapted to latch said second signal in response to said fencing 
circuit receiving a fencinR on signal, 

DRAWINGS 

Applicant's have amended Figure 1 to include the legend -Prior Ait- as suggested by the 
Examiner. 

REJECTION OF CLAIMS 1-7 AND 18-19 

On page 2, paragraph 2, of the current Office Action, The Examiner rejected claims 1-7 
and 18-19 as being anticipated under 35 U.S.C. Section 102(e) by U.S. Patent No, 6,445,210 to 
Nojiri. Applicant's are canceling claims 1-7 and 18-19 for the sole purpose of putting this case 
in a condition for allowance, and not as a concession that the Examiner's assertion has merit, and 
expressly reserves the right to pursue these claims as appropriate. 
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